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AUSTRALIA BUSINESS ARTS FOUNDATION AWARDS 

Statement 
HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [8.55 pm]: I would like to speak tonight about the Australia 
Business Arts Foundation Awards. This event was held in Perth for the first time in October this year. These 
awards, known as the AbaF awards, were established in 2000 and are supported by the Australian government 
through the cultural development program of the Office for the Arts in the Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet. By way of background, in the decade since the AbaF was established, it has worked to change the 
culture of private sector support for the arts in Australia. Notably, during this time private support for the arts has 
doubled from $108 million in 2000 to $221 million in 2010. AbaF partners business with arts organisations to 
help them work out and discover new ways to become more sustainable, and to enhance their work and expand 
their reach. Of course business benefits too through employee engagement and community contribution to our 
cultural life. As I said, the AbaF awards dinner was held for the first time in Perth. The event was attended by 
senior leaders in business, government and arts from all over the country. It recognises business partnerships 
through volunteering and giving to the arts, as well as celebrating exceptional individuals who contribute to the 
arts in this country. It was held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. It was a sparkling evening. It 
showcased some of the finest talent in Western Australia, which I will speak about shortly. There was a lot of 
praise for the venue, and for the food and wine.  

Hon Liz Behjat: The desserts would have been good; my husband is a dessert chef at the PCEC! 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: I do not know that I had a dessert, but I must say it was a lovely evening. If he did cook 
the desserts, I am sure they were wonderful.  

I want to talk about the entertainment because I think that an opportunity like this, at which Western Australian 
talent is showcased to people across the country, particularly the first time that the event was held here, is 
important. The evening began with a “Welcome to Country” by Dr Richard Walley, who many members will 
know, and three other members of his family. We were then entertained by Tarryn Gill and Pilar Mata Dupont—
who members will know are currently performing at the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts—Pinstripe Circus, 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, Ludwig, and Tetrafide Percussion. It was notable, too, the way 
screens were set up for this occasion. It meant that wherever one was in the room, the entertainment could be 
clearly seen. I could see that people were very engaged by it. As I said, it is a national night of awards. It was a 
big night for Western Australia, which won four out of the 15 awards. I would like to record what those awards 
were.  

The AbaF Giving Award, is for individual artists and arts and cultural organisations giving or donation 
programs, including annual campaigns, capital campaigns, patron campaigns, bequest programs and projects 
supported by foundations. This award was won by the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts. The Toyota 
Community Award for partnerships between businesses and arts and cultural organisations that enhance the life 
of communities in Western Australia was won by the Canning Stock Route Project Alliance with FORM, BHP 
Billiton and Freehills. I was particularly delighted with that award because a friend of mine who worked at 
Freehills, and who now lives in Singapore, worked on that project, which involved delicate and important 
negotiations concerning ethical consent from Indigenous artists. As any lawyer knows, it can be difficult to 
establish that someone has enough information to be able to adequately consent, particularly in those 
circumstances. It was therefore quite a significant legal development also, and I congratulate all those involved. 

The third award, the Visy Arts and Environment Award for partnerships between businesses and arts and cultural 
organisations that contribute to environmental sustainability, was won by the Art Gallery of Western Australia 
and the Water Corporation. The fourth of the 15 awards won by Western Australia, was the top award of the 
evening; that is, the Richard Pratt Business Arts Leadership Award, for a businessperson who through 
leadership, advocacy, practice and example has made an exceptional contribution to Australia’s cultural life by 
fostering and facilitating increased business investment in and support for the arts and engagement between 
business and the arts. The award was won by Sam Walsh, the chief executive officer of Rio Tinto. 

As members know, I have spoken before in this place about art, and in particular about arts funding. 
Notwithstanding the increased philanthropy that we are seeing, I would like to think that this government, 
despite having previously cut the budget, will see this as an opportunity to add more resources to our flourishing 
arts. We have not only Australian, but world class arts organisations that have formed important partnerships 
with business in this state. 

Of course, many people deserve credit for a wonderful evening like this one, but in closing I will particularly 
mention Henry Boston, the director of AbaF in Western Australia, and the coordinator, Toban Harris. 
 


